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Megamouth Sharks 
 

Read the passage.  Answer each question. 

 

Vocabulary Terms 

Match each term with its definition. 

           expel take into the body by swallowing or 

absorbing 

ingest force out something, especially from 

the body 

 

specimen an individual used as an example of its 

species or type for scientific study or 

display 

 

True or False 

Megamouth sharks live in the depths of the ocean by day. True   False 

Many people have seen megamouth sharks.   True  False 

Megamouth sharks are related to shortfin mako sharks. True  False 

Megamouth sharks use all 50 rows of their teeth.  True  False 

Megamouth sharks are filter feeders.    True  False 

 

Comprehension Questions 

Read each question.  Write your response in the space provided. 

1. Why do you think megamouth sharks vertically migrate? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. What do you think would cause a person not to report a megamouth shark? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Read the passage.  Answer each question. 

 

Vocabulary Terms 

Match each term with its definition. 

           expel take into the body by swallowing or 

absorbing  

ingest force out something, especially from 

the body 

 

specimen an individual used as an example of its 

species or type for scientific study or 

display 

 

True or False 

Megamouth sharks live in the depths of the ocean by day. True   False 

Many people have seen megamouth sharks.   True  False 

Megamouth sharks are related to shortfin mako sharks. True  False 

Megamouth sharks use all 50 rows of their teeth.  True  False 

Megamouth sharks are filter feeders.    True  False 

 

Comprehension Questions 

Read each question.  Write your response in the space provided. 

3. Why do you think megamouth sharks vertically migrate? 

Answers will vary, but may include:  Megamouth sharks vertically migrate in order 

to follow their prey.  As the prey changes depths, so does the megamouth shark. 

 

4. What do you think would cause a person not to report a megamouth shark? 

Answers will vary, but may include:  The person may not know it is a unique shark.  

The person may have caught it using illegal practices.  Megamouth sharks are 

very large and hard to handle, so people may not really know what they have 

before letting specimens loose.  People may not know who to report to. 
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