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Mako Sharks  
 

Read the passage.  Answer each question. 

 

Vocabulary Terms 

Match each term with its definition. 

pelagic crescent shaped 

 

indigenous               occurring naturally in a place; native 

   

lunate relating to the open sea    

 

True or False 

Mako sharks are cousins of great white sharks.     True   False 

There is nothing new to learn about mako sharks.  True  False 

Mako sharks only live in cold water.    True  False 

Mako sharks are known for their speed.    True  False 

Mako sharks normally stay in one area of the ocean.  True  False 

 

Comprehension Questions 

Read each question.  Write your response in the space provided. 

1.  Why are mako sharks considered a vulnerable species? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. What do you think is the most unique feature of a mako shark?  Why? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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True or False 

Mako sharks are cousins of great white sharks.     True   False 

There is nothing new to learn about mako sharks.  True  False 

Mako sharks only live in cold water.    True  False 

Mako sharks are known for their speed.    True  False 

Mako sharks normally stay in one area of the ocean.  True  False 

 

Comprehension Questions 

Read each question.  Write your response in the space provided. 

1.   Why are mako sharks considered a vulnerable species? 

Answers will vary, but may include:  Mako sharks are fished for commercially and 

for sport leading to a decline in numbers.  Mako sharks do not reproduce at a 

fast rate, so their population does not increase at a rate to match fishing 

numbers.   

 

2. What do you think is the most unique feature of a mako shark?  Why? 

Answers will vary, but may include:  A mako shark’s teeth is unique because it 

can be seen even with a closed mouth.  A mako shark’s tail is unique because it 

is shaped like a half moon. A mako shark’s speed is unique because it can 

outswim other ocean creatures. 
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