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Great White Sharks  
 

Read the passage.  Answer each question. 

 

Vocabulary Terms 

Match each term with its definition. 

carnivore     an animal hunted by other animals 

 

prey      an animal that hunts other animals 

  

predator     meat eater 

 

True or False 

The great white shark has other colors on it besides white. True   False 

The great white shark is the largest type of shark.  True  False 

The great white shark population is declining.   True  False 

Great white sharks could live in a river.    True  False 

A great white shark would not eat a human.   True  False 

 

Comprehension Questions 

Read each question.  Write your response in the space provided. 

1. Why are humans considered to be a danger to great white sharks? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. What great white shark feature discussed in the article do you think enables it to 

be a dominant predator?  Why? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3.  Do you think a great white shark could be taken from the ocean and placed in 

an aquarium?  Why or why not? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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Match each term with its definition. 

carnivore     an animal hunted by other animals 

 

prey      an animal that hunts other animals 

  

predator     meat eater 

 

True or False 

The great white shark has other colors on it besides white. True   False 

The great white shark is the largest type of shark.  True  False 

The great white shark population is declining.   True  False 

Great white sharks could live in a river.    True  False 

A great white shark would not eat a human.   True  False 

 

Comprehension Questions 

Read each question.  Write your response in the space provided. 

1. Why are humans considered to be a danger to great white sharks? 

Answers will vary, but may include:  Humans cause ocean pollution.  Humans kill 

many great white sharks for food purposes.  Sport fishing causes deaths of many 

of them. 

 

2. What great white shark feature discussed in the article do you think enables it to 

be a dominant predator?  Why? 

Answers will vary, but may include:  The speed of sharks make it hard for prey to 

stay safe.  The keen eyes of sharks allow them to see prey before it sees them.  

Sharks’ noses allow them to smell prey from miles away. 

 

3.  Do you think a great white shark could be taken from the ocean and placed in 

an aquarium?  Why or why not? 

Answers will vary, but may include:  A great white shark could not be taken and 

placed into an aquarium because it must swim at all times.  Capture from the 

ocean would probably result in death.   
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For the teacher:  A great white shark really cannot live in an aquarium because 

of the glass walls.  This disorients them and makes them run into the glass 

constantly. 
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