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Blue Sharks 

 

Read the passage.  Answer each question. 

 

Vocabulary Terms 

Match each term with its definition. 

temperate characterized by hot temperatures 

 

tropical protective coloration of some animals in 

which parts normally in shadow are light 

and those exposed to the sky are dark. 

   

countershading    characterized by mild temperatures 

 

True or False  

Blue sharks have special gill slits.     True  False 

Blue sharks are also known as blue dogs.    True  False 

Humans have nothing to fear from blue sharks.   True  False 

Blue sharks are travelers.        True  False 

Blue sharks are entirely blue.     True  False 

 

Comprehension Questions 

Read each question.  Write your response in the space provided. 

 

1. If you were responsible for giving this shark its common name, what would you 

name it instead of blue shark?  Why? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Why do you think the blue sharks have to eat so much they come close to 

bursting? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________  
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Blue sharks are entirely blue.     True  False 

 

Comprehension Questions 

Read each question.  Write your response in the space provided. 

 

1. If you were responsible for giving this shark its common name, what would you 

name it instead of blue shark?  Why? 

Answers will vary.   

 

 

 

2. Why do you think the blue sharks have to eat so much they come close to 

bursting?  

Answers will vary, but may include:  Blue sharks must consume a lot of energy 

since they travel so far. 
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